Dehesa's book maintains a very different focus on gay, lesbian, transsexual and transgender legislative and political activism in Mexico and Brazil. Despite the thematic incongruence, there are several points of convergence. Both books seek to reveal the workings of power within the neoliberal state. While examining discourses and practices of health is at the core of Pleasure Consuming Medicine, Queering the Public Sphere reviews the effects of HIV/AIDS related healthcare activism on the constitution of the state. Further, both volumes engage with public sphere theory and delimitations of the public-private divide through different imaginings of the state.
A major strength of Pleasure Consuming Medicine is that it seamlessly blends insights from divergent theoretical traditions. Some of these conjunctions are to be expected; for example, Race integrates Foucault with insights from later queer theory such as those of Eve Sedgwick and Lauren Berlant. While it is certainly not unheard of to combine these strands of theory with corporeal feminist ethics, it is still quite rare to find such an analysis that does full justice to embodied experience.
These theories are clearly but delicately intertwined in Pleasure Consuming
Medicine, and I certainly can't fault such a masterful integration of disparate approaches, but it might have been helpful if some of the potential incommensurabilities between these approaches were explicated.
Pleasure Consuming Medicine begins by questioning the distinction between drugs categorised as medically legitimate, and those seen as merely 'lifestyle' drugs.
Within first world consumer societies moral panics are generated as governments relinquish some of their traditional functions. (9) As government responsibilities are diminished, Race argues, categories of family, community and nation symbolically offer some of the previous functions of the welfare state. (9) Within this moral order, non-normative styles of life become designated 'superfluous' or recreational. (10) Anti-drug strategies draw on images of protecting the nation, which is seen to consist of 'communities' and 'families'. Race describes raids at raves and dance parties as 'a disciplinary performance of moral sovereignty' (12) as they do not so much protect people as tend to heighten harm levels as ravers scoff all their drugs at once in order to avoid prosecution. As the state shrinks, claims Race, it 'replaces the moral agenda of 'discipline' with a more 'efficient', 'amoral' focus on the correlates of 'best practice' in that region and throughout the global south in progressive legislation for the rights of sexual minorities). In Mexico there were fewer political parties, and de la Dehesa notes that this means, largely, that parties will try to appeal to majority interests. (150) Activists therefore maintained broad alliances with other groups and opposition parties to lobby the major party. (153) A strength of this book is its patient insistence that political forms are shaped by the particularities of the culture and political system. De la Dehesa conscientiously covers a large swathe of political history in both countries, demonstrating how each system has been shaped by contingencies and political and social particularities and movements in each country. As the book notes, there has been little published to date on LGBT activists' engagement with institutional politics in South America and the book is worthy in its unique elaborations of public sphere theory, and its attention to the contingencies and calibrations of shifts in the private-public divide in these countries. A main message reiterated throughout the book is the resistance to modernist teleological narratives of political development along liberal lines as imposed by the West and international organisations in a prefabricated form. While there is copious research regarding queer sexualities in late modern Western liberal political orders, one rarely reads about sexual rights within Marxist political movements. This is not a major focus of the book, but an interesting trend in the prehistory of sexual rights movements is detailed. Activists are first marginalised and told to direct their energy towards more revolutionary pursuits, told that sexuality is merely a superstructural concern (de la Dehesa likens this to the public-private divide of liberalism). Marxist organisations, like those of liberal democracy, do not maintain a unified stance on sexual rights, especially between organisations and over time. The Maoist left declares that homosexuals are a symbol of a decaying society, and later Trotskyites of the fourth international come out in support first of women's rights and then the rights of sexual minorities.
In chapter six, towards the end of the volume, de la Dehesa underlines the steps taken to achieve the federal government Brasil Sem Homophobia (Brazil Without Homophobia) campaign. Up until now, the book has focused on legislative activism and representative politics, but here it turns to examine public policy activism. Where legislative activists needed to influence political parties and win VOLUME17 NUMBER2 SEP2011 372 parliamentary debates and votes, public policy activism largely takes place within government bureaus where it is not subject to the same amount of debate and publicity between conflicting parties. Activists were incorporated into this process of policy development and implementation as 'technical experts' and this expertise was dispensed largely through the operation of non-governmental organisations. Brazilian healthcare, while marked by NGOisation and structural adjustment, has also been a story of tensions and resistance; for example, due to activist pressure, the Brazilian government extended 'universal access to free medications'.
(188) De la Dehesa explains that this is largely a legacy of AIDS activism couched in the terms of rights-based discourses. Activism has become more bureaucratic and allied to the state, weakening the public sphere, according to this author, (202) but he claims there are also political effects that exceed the purely bureaucratic. While this form of activism affects the form that the public sphere can take, reconfiguring civil society, it also has effects on the social movement 'reinforcing certain subjectivities, desires, needs, and choices by activists'. (187) Each book utilises diachronic analyses to highlight the development of present trends and norms over time. Race uses genealogy as a methodology to underline the contingencies that resulted in the current sets of norms surrounding prescription, compliance and medical authority. In the chapter 'Recreational States', Race takes up a similar methodological technique to 'situate' drug legislation 'in the context of broader shifts taking place in the legal regulation of "illicit" pleasure in many There is a large amount of acronyms for the reader to keep track of, and although a handy list of these is provided in the endmatter, I often became confused as to which political party de la Dehesa was referring.
In contrast, Pleasure Consuming Medicine is written in a clear, eloquent style which makes it pleasing to read. A highlight of Race's book is the clear narrative personality that helps tie together the themes of the chapters, which, while all on the themes of medically approved or illegal drug consumption, address quite disparate aspects of these issues. Whether because of personal preference or a commitment to reflexive scholarship, Race contributes anecdotes that place theoretical elaborations within the context of personal experience. This serves to reinforce the book's commitment to research that examines specificity in drug consumption, by emphasising the personal and intergroup repercussions of medico-moral discourses.
I have already discussed the effortless combination of divergent theoretical trends but I must restate that it is almost impossible to be unimpressed with the elaboration of an embodied queer ethical framework, and while this clearly works well with the subject matter at hand, I imagine it could be equally productively applied to many other issues.
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